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The Oregon Hatchery Research Center (OHRC) 

Board Meeting Minutes 
  

 Date: December 1, 2015 
 Time: 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 
 Location: By Conference Call 
  

 

Type of Meeting: Oregon Hatchery Research Center (OHRC) Board 

OHRC Board Members: Mark Newell (not present), Gary Soderstrom (not present), Kyle Smith, Jack 
Smith, Lindsay Ball, Les Perkins (not present), Chuck Pavlik, Scott Starkey, Steve 
Jacobs, Cam Parry, Stan van de Wetering, Craig Busack, Carl Schreck, Bruce 
McIntosh  

ODFW Staff: Amanda Mckenzie, Marc Johnson, Ryan Couture (not present), Scott Patterson 
(not present), Kevin Goodson, Joseph O’Neil  

OSU Staff: David Noakes 

Public: Carl Finley, Jim Myron 

Introductions and Opening Remarks 

 
Cam Parry  
The recruitment for the new member to represent wild fish advocacy on the OHRC Board was sent out and 
will be open through this month.  
 
Bruce McIntosh  
The 66

th
 Annual Northwest Fish Culture workshop started today and runs through the early afternoon of 

December 3 at the Holiday Inn located in Wilsonville. Each year the northwest states take turns hosting and 
this year it was Oregon. The meeting provides great opportunity to get the latest of what is being done at 
OHRC and other places. It is a great forum for communicating and a good place for technical folks to 
communicate.  
 
The agreement between ODFW and OSU for the geneticist position was amended with regards to funding; it 
has been signed by the University and is currently waiting for ODFW signature. Funding is currently for half of 
the position; the University will be requesting funding during the 2017 legislative session. Existing faculty will 
be used to get relevant work completed until funding is finalized.  
 
On December 15 and 16 there will be a two day workshop at the Hatfield Marine Science Center in Newport 
to review the current and projected genetics-related information needs of ODFW and formulate a plan and 
position description for a state fisheries geneticist, which will be a faculty position at Oregon State University 
(OSU). Marc Johnson and Kathleen O’Malley surveyed ODFW staff to collect information on the genetic work 
that ODFW is currently contracting, or planning to contract, with regional genetics labs, and the costs 
associated with those analyses. The results of the survey will help the workgroup understand ODFW’s needs 
for genetic analyses and provide insight into the duties of a shared fisheries geneticist. The workshop is 
expected to bring good outcomes and discussion that will be very helpful. There will be a write up and 
summary to present at the next OHRC meeting.  
 
Lindsay Ball 
Would like to make sure the genetics issue is tracked very closely; the position is essential to fish 
management in Oregon.  
 
Dr. David Noakes 
Dr. Noakes gave the Board updates on researcher recruitments for genetic effects of domestication selection, 
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mate choice and fitness, and olfactory imprinting; the positions are expected to be filled by February. He also 
provided an update on research projects and proposals including the chinook and steelhead wild surrogate 
project, social interactions and migration, and geomagnetic orientation and navigation.  
 
Michelle Scanlan coordinated a site visit to Elk River (ODFW, OSU, OHRC, NOAA) on December 10 and 11.  
 
Dr. Noakes will be attending the Northwest Fish Culture conference this week in Wilsonville. He and several 
others will be giving papers. Ryan Couture is the program chair and coordinated the meeting.  
 
The Oregon Chapter of the American Fisheries Society will be hosting a meeting in March 2016 in Seaside, 
OR. The sessions will include papers on “Determinants of Life History in Fishes” and “Orientation and 
Migration in Fishes.” Professor Hiroshi Ueda (Hokkaido University, Japan), is an invited speaker at the 
meeting.  
  
Approval of Board meeting minutes from January, February, and May 
 
Motion: 
Cam Parry motioned to approve the October meeting minutes with no changes; Lindsay Ball seconded the 
motion. Motion passed unanimously 7:0.  
 

OHRC Annual Report Update 

Bruce McIntosh 
Getting ready to put together the OHRC annual report. The new focus will be on implementation under the 
new funding. There will be discussions on kicking research into gear. Because the work of Michael Blouin has 
been ongoing, there is already much research and preliminary results to discuss. The focus will be telling the 
story on implementation under the new funding, the results to date, and where we are going in 2016. We 
should have at least three post docs early next year. Open to feedback and ideas from folks. 
 

Communications Plan Committee Update 

Cam Parry 
The Communications Plan Committee had a good first meeting with good attendance. The committee 
reviewed the ODFW outreach plan. As a Board, the outreach is educational whether at a school or to the 
public. The goal is to keep outreach achievable. A big part of the conversation was developing key talking 
points for board members. Time was spent concentrating on the region surrounding OHRC since they are the 
first point of contact The question was asked what their greatest needs were and the answer was teacher 
training due to high rates of turnover. There are a lot of new young teachers needing training to familiarize 
themselves with OHRC work. Other needs are transportation and equipment. There is little money to get kids 
out to the site or to provide equipment such as waders. There was also discussion on potential partners 
including Cabellas, Umpqua Dairy, and Safeway stores. There is a Federal math and science partnership 
grant in place that is just expiring; that is another option. The committee felt we could accommodate up to 
twenty additional classroom dates and potentially do a couple onsite development trainings for teachers. A 
webinar next fall will target 4

th
 and 5

th
 graders. General outreach was also discussed such as having at least 

six in-state stories written by local news outlets such as the Oregonian. There is hope to affect at least two 
national news stories.  
 
Chuck Pavlik 
Last year a school from Waldport visited OHRC. This was a good preview of what we would like to do with 
the OHRC outreach program. We want to reach into the valley and expand the program as much as possible, 
but this will take a lot of leg work. There are a lot of volunteers from the Alsea Sportsmen’s Association eager 
to help out. The Northwest Steelheaders are involved in the egg to fry program; the committee plans to 
approach them down the road about joining the outreach activities. As Cam mentioned, part of the program 
will be working with teachers and schools; the main issue they brought up is they need more teaching 
material. For example, the curriculum for an aquarium in the classroom with eggs needs to be expanded 
beyond five weeks. There should be a lesson on what is happening in the aquarium and what will happen at 
OHRC. This will take additional time, effort, and resources from ODFW. Aquarium expenses are right around 
$3000, including the aquarium and transportation. This program should be designed to expand. There are, 
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however, conflicts with hatching and fry release and state testing schedules. Right now the big push is for 
funding; we need to research. Waldport is scheduled to visit on May 19. We currently have funding through 
Alsea Sportsmen’s Association.  
 
Lindsay Ball commented that he would like to also recognize eastern Oregon potentials. Bruce added that 
there is a significant research program in La Grande that could be used as a venue to connect.  
 
Scott Starkey commented on the spawning efforts at Morgan Creek where the kids assisted.  
 
Cam Parry 
A communications work plan and outline will be put together for the next meeting on January 19 at 11:00 am 
at OHRC.  
 

2016 Proposed Dates 

The Board approved the following dates for 2016:  

 March 15 

 June 7 

 September 13 (Jack Smith not available) 

 December 6 
There may be an additional meeting by phone to provide legislative updates in the spring.  

Public Comment 

 No public comment.  
 

Closing Remarks 

Cam Parry 
Thank you to everyone for an amazing year; honor to work with everyone and the incredible achievements 
credit to each of you. Wish everyone tremendous holiday. The next OHRC Board meeting is March 15, 2016 
– place and time to be determined.  
 

Adjourn 

 
Meeting was adjourned at 10:05 am.  
 

 


